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FI LED W TH SECRETARY OF STATE  OCTOBER 9, 1997
APPROVED BY GOVERNOR  OCTOBER 8, 1997

PASSED THE SENATE  SEPTEMBER 13, 1997

PASSED THE ASSEMBLY  SEPTEMBER 11, 1997
AMENDED | N ASSEMBLY  SEPTEMBER 11, 1997
AMENDED | N ASSEMBLY  SEPTEMBER 8, 1997
AMENDED I N SENATE  JUNE 3, 1997

AMENDED I N SENATE  MARCH 31, 1997

AMENDED | N SENATE  MARCH 6, 1997

| NTRODUCED BY Senator Solis

(Principal coauthor: Assenbly Menber Aroner)

(Coaut hors: Assenbly Menbers Ashburn, Cunneen, @Gl l egos,
Goldsmth, Otiz, and Wight)

JANUARY 16, 1997

An act to anmend Sections 18250, 18251, 18252, 18253, 18254, 18255,
18256, and 18257 of, to anmend the headi ng of Chapter 4 (comrencing
with Section 18250) of Part 6 of Division 9 of, and to add Secti ons
18253.5 and 18256.5 to, the Wl fare and Institutions Code, relating
to public social services.

LEGQ SLATI VE COUNSEL' S DI GEST

SB 163, Solis. Children: wap-around services.

Existing |law creates the Aid to Famlies with Dependent
Chi | dren- Foster Care program under which a conbination of federal,
state, and county funds are used to provide reinbursenent to famlies
and facilities providing foster care to eligible children.

Exi sting |l aw al so requires each county to provide child welfare
servi ces.

Exi sting | aw al so provides, until July 1, 2001, for the
establishnment in Santa Cara County, at the county's option, of a
pilot project to continue the provision of intensive wap-around
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services, as defined, to eligible children in foster care or at
i mm nent risk of this placenent. These provisions would be repeal ed
on January 1, 2002.

This bill would, instead, permit each county to participate in
this pilot project, if approval for the county's participation is
given by the State Departnent of Social Services, and woul d nmake
various other changes in these pilot project provisions.

The bill would al so extend the operative date of these provisions
until October 1, 2003, and the date of their repeal until April 1,
2004.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

SECTION 1. The heading of Chapter 4 (conmmencing with Section
18250) of Part 6 of Division 9 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
I s anmended to read:

CHAPTER 4. COUNTY WRAP- AROUND SERVI CES PI LOT PRQJECT

SEC. 1.5. Section 18250 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
anmended to read:

18250. (a) It is the intent of the Legislature that all counties
be authorized to provide children with service alternatives to group
honme care through the devel opnent of expanded fam | y-based services
prograns. These prograns shall include individualized or
"wr ap- around" services, where services are wapped around a child
living with his or her birth parent, relative, adoptive parent,
| icensed or certified foster parent, or guardian. The w ap-around
servi ces devel oped under this section shall build on the strengths of
each eligible child and famly and be tailored to address their
uni que and changi ng needs.

(b) I't is further the intent of the Legislature that the pil ot
project include the follow ng el enents:

(1) Making available to the county the state share of nonfederal
rei mbursenent for group honme placenent, mnus the state share, if
any, of any concurrent out-of-home placenent costs, for children
el igible under this chapter, for the purpose of allow ng the county
to devel op fam |y-based service alternatives.

(2) Enabling the county to access all possible sources of federal
funds for the purpose of devel oping fam | y-based service
alternatives.
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(3) Encouraging coll aborati on anobng persons and entities
i ncluding, but not limted to, parents, county welfare departnents,
county nental health departnents, county probation departnents,
county health departnents, special education |ocal planning agencies,
school districts, and private service providers for the purpose of
pl anni ng and providing individualized services for children and their
birth or substitute famlies.

(4) Ensuring local community participation in the devel opnent and
| npl enment ati on of wrap-around services by county placing agencies and
servi ce providers.

(5) Preserving and using the service resources and expertise of
nonprofit providers to devel op fam | y-based and communi ty-based
service alternatives.

SEC. 2. Section 18251 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
anmended to read:

18251. As used in this chapter:

(a) "County" neans each county participating in an individualized
or "wrap-around” pilot project.

(b) "County placing agency” neans a county welfare or probation
departnment, or a county nental health departnent with respect to
t hose children placed pursuant to Section 7572.5 of the Governnent
Code.

(c) "Eligible child" neans a child who is any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Achild who has been adjudicated as either a dependent or ward
of the juvenile court pursuant to Section 300, 601, or 602 and who
woul d be placed in a group hone |icensed by the departnent at a rate
classification |l evel of 12 or higher.

(2) Achild who would be voluntarily placed in out-of-honme care
pursuant to Section 7572.5 of the Governnent Code.

(3) Achild who is currently, or who would be, placed in a group
honme |icensed by the departnent at a rate classification |evel of 12
or hi gher.

(d) "Wap-around services" neans community-based intervention
servi ces that enphasize the strengths of the child and famly and
i ncl udes the delivery of coordinated, highly individualized
uncondi ti onal services to address needs and achi eve positive outcones
in their |ives.

(e) "Service allocation slot" neans a specified anount of funds
avail able to the county to pay for an individualized intensive
wr ap- around servi ces package for an eligible child. A service
al l ocation slot nay be used for nore than one child on a successive
basi s.

SEC. 3. Section 18252 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
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amended to read:

18252. Each county shall, at the county's option, develop a
county plan for intensive wap-around services and nonitor the
provi sion of those services in accordance with the plan. This plan
shall be submtted to the departnent for infornmational purposes.
Where a county operates both systens of care under the Children's
Mental Health Services Act, Part 4 (commencing with Section 5850) of
Division 5, and w ap-around services, these plans shall be
coordi nated. Each county's plan shall include all the foll ow ng
el enent s:

(a) A process and protocol for reviewing the eligibility of
children and famlies for service and for nonitoring accessibility
and availability of service to the targeted population. Children
shall be determ ned as eligible for wap-around services pursuant to
subdi vision (c) of Section 18251, except that:

(1) Once a child is determned to be eligible for wap-around
services under this chapter, he or she shall remain eligible for the
time period specified in his or her individualized services plan.

(2) Achild and famly participating in a fam |y maintenance
servi ces program as described in Section 16506 and the w ap-around
services program shall not be subject to the tinme limtations
specified in Section 16506.

(b) A process to accept, nodify, or deny proposed individualized
service plans for eligible children and fam i es.

(c) A process for parent support, nentoring, and advocacy t hat
ensures parent understandi ng of, and participation in, wap-around
services prograns.

(d) A planning and review process to support and facilitate the
followng principles in delivering intensive wap-around services to
eligible children and fam i es:

(1) Focusing on an individual child and famly through the
creation of service plans designed specifically to address the uni que
needs and strengths of each child and his or her famly.

(2) Providing services geared toward enabling children to renmain
in the least restrictive, nost famly-like setting possible.

(3) Devel oping a close collaborative relationship with each child'
s famly in the planning and provision of wap-around servi ces.

(4) Conducting a thorough, strengths-based assessnent of each
child and famly that will formthe basis for the devel opnent of the
i ndi vi dual i zed i ntervention pl an.

(5) Designing and delivering services that incorporate the
religious custons, and regional, racial, and ethnic val ues and
beliefs of the children and famlies served.
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(6) Measuring consuner satisfaction to assess outcones.

(e) Witten interagency agreenents or nenoranduns of understandi ng
bet ween the county departnents of nental health, social services,
and probation that specify jointly provided or integrated services,
staff tasks and responsibilities, facility and supply comm tnents,
budget considerations, and |inkage and referral services.

SEC. 4. Section 18253 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
anmended to read:

18253. Each county shall ensure that an eval uation of the pil ot
project is conducted to determ ne the cost and treat nent
ef fectiveness of outcones such as famly functioning and soci al
perfornmance, preventing placenent in nore restrictive environnents,
| nprovi ng enotional and behavi oral adjustnents, school attendance,
and academ c perfornmance for eligible children. Systens of care
outcones shall be included to the extent they are applicable to the
t arget popul ati on.

SEC. 5. Section 18253.5 is added to the Welfare and Institutions
Code, to read:

18253.5. Each county shall ensure that staff participating in the
pil ot projects have conpleted training provided or approved by the
departnent, on providing individualized wap-around services.

SEC. 6. Section 18254 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
anmended to read:

18254. (a) Reinbursenent rates for intensive w ap-around
services, under this pilot project, shall be based on the average
cost of rate classification levels 12 to 14, inclusive, in each
county, mnus the cost, if any, of concurrent out-of-hone placenent
of those chil dren.

(b) The annual maximumlimt on funding available for the pil ot
proj ect authorized by this chapter shall be based on the average
cost, determ ned pursuant to subdivision (a), for the nunber of
service allocation slots assigned to each county.

(c) The departnent shall reinburse each county, for the purpose
of providing intensive wap-around services, up to 100 percent of the
state share of nonfederal funds, to be matched by each county's
share of cost as established by law, and to the extent permtted by
federal law, up to 100 percent of the federal funds allocated for
group honme placenents of eligible children, at the rate authorized
pursuant to subdivision (a).

(d) State and, to the extent permtted by federal |aw, federal
foster care funds shall remain with the admnistrative authority of
the county welfare departnent, which may enter into an interagency
agreenent to transfer those funds, and shall be used to provide
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I nt ensi ve wrap-around servi ces.

(e) General Fund costs for the provision of benefits to eligible
chil dren pursuant to subdivision (c) of Section 18251 at rates
aut hori zed by subdivision (a) through the pilot project authorized by
this chapter shall not exceed the costs which would otherw se have
been incurred had the eligible children been placed in a group hone.

SEC. 7. Section 18255 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
anmended to read:

18255. This pilot project nay be extended to any county that
applies to, and is granted approval, by the departnent. The nunber
of service allocation slots assigned to each county shall be
determ ned by each county and approved by the departnent.

SEC. 8. Section 18256 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
anmended to read:

18256. Each county shall evaluate its pilot project, prepare
interimand final evaluations, and submt themto the appropriate
commttees of the Legislature and to the departnment. The interim
report shall be submtted not |later than six nonths follow ng the
start of the third year of the pilot project. The final report shall
be submtted not later than six nonths follow ng the end of the
five-year pilot project. These reports shall assess the
ef fectiveness of the pilot project authorized by this chapter. The
reports shall include, but need not be limted to, all of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The effectiveness of the project in reducing the |evel of
out - of - honme services required, and in reducing the average | ength of
stay in out-of-hone care.

(b) A conparison of the cost of placenent and services for
children in the pilot project wth the average cost of out-of-hone
pl acenment for the same nunber of children.

(c) The effectiveness of the pilot project in assisting children
and famlies in attaining their service goals.

SEC. 9. Section 18256.5 is added to the Welfare and Institutions
Code, to read:

18256.5. At the end of a county's pilot project, in order to
prevent disruption to the child, each child remaining in the pil ot
project shall continue to receive all planned services specified in
the child' s individualized services plan until his or her case is
cl osed.

SEC. 10. Section 18257 of the Welfare and Institutions Code is
anmended to read:

18257. This chapter shall becone inoperative on OCctober 1, 2003,
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and, as of April 1, 2004, is repealed, unless a | ater enacted
statute, that becones operative on or before April 1, 2004, del etes
or extends the dates on which it becones inoperative and is repeal ed.
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